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INTRODUCTION. 


FTER  a long  and  attentive  obfervation  of 


the  effects  of  the  Toxicodendron,  and 
thirteen  years  experience  of  its  efficacy,  in  the 
removal  of  fome  difeafes,  I feel  it  a duty  I owe  the 
public  to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  the  Book- 
fellers,  and  re-pubhfh  the  following  EBay,  with  a 
few  additional  Cafes. 

From  the  knowledge  thus  acquired,  I am  tho- 
roughly convinced  that  it  pofleffes  as  juft  a right 
to  a place  in  our  Pharmacopeias,  as  any  other 
Plant  to  which  the  Faculty  have  recourfe  in  their 
general  practice. 

We  have  leen  Cicuta ,*  Coluvnbo ,§  Cavd amine ^ || 
and  Foxglove, f in  turns  warmly  recommended  for 
tne  cure  of  difeafes  by  the  moft  eminent  of  the 
Faculty,  and  though  none  of  thefe  remedies  have 
perhaps  fully  juftified  all  that  was  faid  of  them 
by  their  admirers,  yet  ftill  they  have  each  of 
them  added  fomething  to  our  frock  of  means  for 


* By  Dr.  Stork.  § By  Dr.  Percival.  ||  By  Sir  George  Baker 


alleviating 


t By  Dr.  Withering. 
B 
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alleviating  the  diftrefies  of  mankind,  and  fo  far 
thofe  who  introduced  them  are  entitled  to  our 
beft  thanks. 

In  the  firft  trials  which  were  made  of  the  powers 
of  the  Toxicodendron,  no  fmall  degree  of  alarm 
was  excited  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  took  it,  and 
the  apprehenfion  of  being  made  the  fubjedl  of 
experiment  with  a reputed  poifon,  was  fufficient  to 
aftedt  the  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  the  opera- 
tions produced  by  its  exhibition,  hence  the  effedts 
of  the  Medicine  were  not  fairly  appreciated.  In 
one  Lady  a difagreeable  fenfation,  a kind  of  angina 
was  repeatedly  induced  by  only  one  fourth  of  a 
grain,  and  in  another  naufea,  tremors,  &c.  by  a 
third ; yet  in  thefe  inftances,  I now  believe,  that 
terror  had  a confiderable  fhare  in  producing  thofe 
effedts. 

From  variety  of  conftitution  and  thofe  peculiari- 
ties which  are  called  Idiofyncracies,  and  which  ex- 
perience alone  can  fully  inform  us  of,  no  one  can 
pretend  to  fay  to  what  extent  fuch,  a medicine  as  the 
Toxicodendron  ought  to  be  ventured  on  at  firft, 
and  though  I have  fometimes  obferved  that  the 
moft  certain  and  permanent  good  has  been  obtained 
from  vegetable  poifons  as  medicines,  when  the 
peculiar  effedt  of  the  plant  has  been  fafely  induced 

/ by 
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by  large  dofes  early  employed,  yet  I have  always 
recommended  caution  in  the  exhibition  of  this 
plant,  for  I have  feen  convulfions  brought  on  by  a 
too  rapid  increafe  of  the  quantity. 

This  uncertainty  of  efFe£t,  though  a confiderable 
objection  to  the  employment  of  the  Toxicoden- 
dron, is  not  peculiar  to  it,  all  the  other  vegetable 
poifons  are  liable  to  the  fame  inconvenience,  and 
I am  perfuaded,  that  the  beneficial  effeCts  thefe 
plants  are  capable  of  producing  by  perfeverance, 
are  too  often  loft  by  their  being  prematurely  re- 
jected, either  as  inert  or  unfafe,  and  the  good 
which  might  have  been  obtained,  from  a careful 

and  long  continued  courfe,  has  been  thus  thrown 
away.* 

Another 


* I muft  alio  deprecate  the  practice  of  making  up  any  of  the 
dry  powders  of  thefe  plants  into  pills,  with  mufilage  of  Gum 
Arabic,  for  I once  faw  the  moil  deleterious  effedts  produced  from 
a large  dofe  of  the  Foxglove,  which  had  been  incautioufly  given, 
in  confequence  of  feveral  former  dofes  made  into  pills  having  had 
no  eiFedt  whatever  on  the  pulfe ; but  thefe  pills  had  been  made 
up  with  Gum  feme  days  before,  were  grown  extremely  hard, 
and  in  the  weak  ftate  of  the  organs  of  digeffion,  had  paiTed 
through  the  ftomach  undiiTolved.  The  increafed  dofe  was  given 
m powder,  and  adied  fo  powerfully  on  the  adtion  of  the  heart, 
that  the  patient  was  with  difficulty  faved  from  immediate  death, 
by  the  moil  adfive  exertions. 
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Another  and  very  material  objedtion  is,  the 
unequal  degrees  of  ftrength  in  equal  portions  of  the 
fame  plant;  for  light,  heat,  moifture  and  fituation, 
affedt  all  the  vegetable  poifons ; the  greateft  atten- 
tion is  required  not  only  in  their  preparation*,  but 
even  in  their  prefervation  ; for,  however  carefully 
the  plant  may  have  been  prepared,  yet  two  parcels 
of  the  fame  fpecimen,  the  one  expofed  to  the  light 
and  the  other  not,  will  be  fo  affedted,  that  they  will 
have  different  degrees  of  ftrength.  Thefe  plants, 
like-wife,  are  more  or  lefs  adtive  as  medicines,  as 
they  have  been  gathered  in  lhady  or  open  places, § 
I muft  therefore  caution  all  thofe  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  employing  them,  that  they  do  not  eftimate 
the  ftrength  of  the  dofe  of  any  frefli  fample  by  their 
experience  of  a former  parcel.  The  following  cafe 
will  juftify  this  caution; 

I was  fome  years  ago  called  upon  to  vifitthe  fon 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  W.  whom  I found  affedted  by  all 
the  fymptoms  of  fcrophula.  I ordered  him  Hem- 
lock, Conium  maculatum.  Having  gathered  the 

plant 


* In  fome  inftances  the  Toxicodendron  has  loft  fivc-fixths  of 
its  weight  in  drying,  in  others  four-fifths. 

§ It  is  alfo  right  to  defend  the  character  of  the  genuine  plant 
by  obferving  here,  that  every  fpecies  of  Sumach  has  been  oc- 
cafionally  fold  by  the  druggifts  for  the  Toxicodendron. 
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plant  in  company  with  his  father,  I directed  him 
how  to  prepare  the  powder  of  it,  and  advifed  fmall 
dofes  to  be  given  at  firft,  and  gradually  increafed, 
till  it  produced  the  well  known  effects  of  vertigo, 
trembling,  &c.  As  thofe  effects  wore  off,  the  dofe 
was  increafed  to  fixty  grains,  and  finding  fome 
benefit  from  this  quantity,  he  was  induced  to  con- 
tinue the  ufe  of  the  medicine  ; having  exhaufted 
the  firft  collection,  he  gave  the  fame  dofe  from  a 
frefh  fample,  and  the  confequences  were  almoft 
fatal,  for  it  produced  a general  paralyfis : the  under 
jaw  fell,  the  faliya  ran  from  his  mouth,  the  urine 
dropt  from  the  bladder,  and  the  contents  of  the 
rectum  were  difcharged ; in  fhort,  every  voluntary 
mufcle  loft  its  energy,  and  he  continued  for  near 
an  hour  in  this  moft  deplorable  ftate,  unable  to 
move  or  to  command  the  flighted:  exertion,  though 
all  the  time  perfectly  fenfible;  however,  by  the 
application  of  ftimulants,  frictions,  &c.  he  gradu- 
ally recovered  the  motion  of  his  limbs,  and  in  a 
few  days,  after  taking  fmaller  dofes,  he  was  able  by 
regular  increafe,  to  bear  the  full  quantity  of  the 
fame  collection,  without  any  deleterious  confe- 
quences. 


I 


AN 
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essay,  arc. 


-Al  Diftinguiffiing  feature  of  the  prefent  times, 
in  a medical  point  of  view,  is  the  general  preva- 
lence of  nervous  difeafes,  and  the  gradual  increafe 
of  paralytic  diforders.  The  origin  of  thefe  affec- 
tions is  not  difficult  to  be  afcertained.  Does  there 
not  appear  a determination  in  all  ranks,  to  call 
forth  into  immediate  adion  all  the  refources  of 
exiftence,  by  an  employment  of  the  moft  powerful 
agents  ? and  to  flake  in  the  gratification  of  the 
moment  their  whole  flock  of  nervous  energy  ? To 
fuch  inoidinate  movements,  kept  up  by  a repeated 
ufe  of  the  moft  adive  ftimulants,  may  we  not  juftly 
look  for  the  caufe  of  that  derangement,  which 
phyficians  have  to  encounter  under  the  multiplied 
forms  of  nervous  debility  ? Various  chemical, 
pneumatic,  and  mechanical  operations,  it  is  well 
known,  are  conftantly  going  forward  in  the  human 
body,  and  when  any  of  thefe  is  too  much  accele- 
rated, or  precipitately  urged,  the  machine  itfelfis 

t 

deftroyed. 
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deftroyed,  or  is  rendered  ufelefs.*  Strongly  incited 
to  animal  gratifications,  man  but  too  frequently 
overlooks  thofe  conditions  of  his  conftitution  that 
were  originally  attached  to  it  by  the  Author  of 
Nature,  which,  fo  far  from  implying  a conftant 
feries  of  pleafures,  neceflfarily  render  him  incapable 
of  many  real  enjoyments  without  fome  preceding 
^inconvenience ; thus  inculcating,  upon  human 
creatures,  the  neceffity  of  repofe  and  abftinence, 
in  order  to  give  time  for  the  proper  accumulation 
of  that  excitability,  which  is  necelfary  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  animal  functions.  However, 
as  was  faid,  but  few  attend  to  the  admonitions  of 
their  animal  conftitution,  they  aim  at  acquiring 
what  Nature,  more  provident  than  they,  has  pro- 
hibited to  be  attained  ■,  and  by  a lavilh  ufe  of  wine, 
fpirits,  or  laudanum,  endeavour  to  procure  to 

themfelves 


* “ If  the  exertion  of  the  voluntary  motions  has  been  hill 
more  energetic,  the  quiefcence  which  fucceeds  is  fo  complete, 
that  they  cannot  again  be  excited  into  afiion,  by  the  efforts  of 
the  will,  in  this  manner  the  palfy  and  apoplexy,  (which  is  an 
univerfal  palfy)  are  frequently  produced  after  convulfed  or  other 
violent  exertions.” 

Darzvin's  Zoonomia. 

§ Nufquam  emolumentum  ferme fine  impenfa  opera  e/I — Labor  -volup- 
tafquc,  dijjimillima  natura,  foeietatc  quadam  inter  fe  naturali  funt 
junSa, 


Livy. 
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the  power  of  perpetual  enjoyment.  They  take 
no  warning  from  experience  in  the  fate  of  others, 
and  folicitous  only  to  appear  replete  with  fpirit  and 
animation  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
affociate,  (who  probably  have  recourfe  to  the  fame 
incitements)  they  continue  to  urge  on  the  proceffes 
of  life,  till  fome  part  of  the  apparatus  gives  way, 
and  they  fuddenly  feel  all  the  fymptoms  of  a ruined 
conftitution,  not  to  be  repaired  by  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  medical  lkill. — Hinc  Gey*  pendula  tre  - 
mulaque  Mams  ! Hence  proceed  that  train  of 
Oi  nervous  lymptoms,  which  no  lefs  impede  the 
operations  of  the  mind,  than  occafion  painful  bodily 
Jenfations,  fenfations  fo  acute,  as  to  drive  the 
unhappy  viftim  into  the  hands  of  daring  empirics, 
to  whofe  pretended  fkill  they  too  often  facrifice 
thofe  lives  and  fortunes,  which  ought  to  have  been 
devoted  to  the  good  of  their  connexions.* 


By  this  increafe  in  the  confumption  of  fpirit  and 
opium,  which  the  account  in  the  note  exhibits,  we 

may 


From  the  accounts  I have  received  from  the  retail  fhops, 
1 find  from  three  to  four  hnndred  pounds  weight  of  folid  opium 
are  confumed  every  year  in  Hull,  independent  of  what  is  dif-' 
penfed  hy  thej  Surgeons.  And  the  Druggifts  all  agree  that  it  is 

a yearly  inc|eafing  trade,  for  that  thirty  years  ago  fcarcely 
twenty  pounfis  were  fold  in  this  way  j and  the  following  com- 
parative flatfement  from  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  in  anfwer  to  my 

enquiries,  \W11  exhibit  at  one  view  the  enormous  increafe  in  the 
demand  for  fpirit: 


c 


IMPORTS, 
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may  alfo  fee  how  the  furplus  population  of  this 
country,  which  has  been  the  boaft  of  politicians,  may 
be  difpofed  of,  without  having  recourfe  to  war, 
famine,  and  peftilence.  From  the  number  of  infants 
which  are  yearly  facrificed  by  giving  them  opium, 
in  order  to  enable  their  parents  to  labour,  and  reft 
undifturbed  by  the  cries  of  importunate  hunger, 
and  of  men  and  women  who  fhorten  their  days  by 
drinking  Laudanum  and  Spirit,  that  they  may  be 
able  to  produce  pleafurable  fenfations  at  will,  there 
is  no  danger  that  this  country  will  ever  be  over- 
ftocked  with  inhabitants,  at  leaft  a6Kve  ones.  Nor 
do  thefe  dreadful  habits  merely  keep  down 

population 


IMPORTS,  1802. 


BRANDY. 

GENEVA. 

RUM. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

102,348 

188,264 

' 11*259 

WINE. 

Tons.  Ors,  Galls. 

■v 

1738  2 21 


To  this  may  be  added  that  more  than  half  the  Opium  is  dif- 
folved  in  about  1600  gallons  of  Britifh  Spirit  before  it  is  taken, 
loaded  with  the  moll  pungent  effential  oils. 


IMPORTS,  1764. 

BRANDY.  GENEVA. 

Gallons.  Gallons. 

57,128  2,134 

“ Under  the  name  of  Rum,  Brandy,  Gin,  Whiflcv,  Ufque- 
baugh.  Wine,  Cyder,  Beer,  Ale,  and  Porter,  is  Alcohol 
become  the  bane  of  the  chriltian  world.” 


WINE. 

Tons.  Qrs.  Galls. 
1007  3 6 


Darwins  Zoonomia, 


[ 5 ] 

population  direftly,  by  deftroying  rthofe  who  have 
them,  but  they  aft  indireftly,  for  thefe  vices  at  the 
time  they  increafe  the  temporary  enjoyments  of  the 
fenfes,  deftroy  their  final  caufe,  and  the  axiom  in 
mechanics,  that  what  is  gained  in  fpeed  is  loft  in 
pow'er,  applies  with  great  truth  to  the  human  body, 
with  refpeft  to  the  fenfes,  he  who  makes  too  rapid 
a ufe  of  what  he  pofiefles,  muft  expeft  to  be  early 
left  deftitute  of  power. 

Thefe  deftruftive  practices  are  daily  increafing 
among  all  ranks,  but  with  an  infinitely  greater 
rapidity  among  mechanics  and  labourers,  as  may 
be  inferred  by  the  Imports  of  the  more  common 
fort  of  fpirit.  I have  feen  boys  not  14  years  of 
age,  drink  VR ujn  before  day-light,  and  in  a manner 
that  convinced  me  their  throats  were  accuftomed  to 
it  -y  and  a friend  of  mine  one  morning,  law  220 
mechanics  and  labourers  call  at  a dram  fhop,  before 
they  went  to  their  daily  occupation. 

I am  told  too,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  in 
fome  towns,  for  women  to  meet  to  drink  loddy 
(Laudanum)  and  fmoke  their  pipes,  for  in  every 
village  opium  is  fold  in  one  fhape  or  other  at  the 
little  grocers  fhops,  the  mafters  valuing  themfelves 
as  much  on  their  different  receipts  for  Godfrey, 
c 2 Paregoric, 
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I aiegoric,  or  Laudanum,  as  wine  merchants  do 
for  the  flavour  of  their  Wines.  Nor  are  they  con- 
tent with  the  comparatively  Ample  ftimulus  of 
Opium  and  Spirit,  as  the  molt  pungent  eflential 
Oils  are  added,  fuch  as  Oil  of  Juniper,  Oil  of 
Anmfeed,  &c.  and  even  V olatile  Alkali  is  fome- 
times  taken  with  their  Brandy  •,  and  fuch  is  the 
aridity  of  mankind  for  fenAial  gratification,  that 
large  fums  are  daily  expended  in  purchafing  Spirits, 
which  are  vended  as  reflorative  medicines,  under 
various  appellations,  fuch  as  Oriental  Cordial, 
Balms,  Elixirs,  &c.  all  of  which  produce  their 
effedts  by  inordinate  excitement. 

In  the  further  profecution  of  my  fubjedt  I fhall 
avoid  every  thing  that  has  the  appearance  of  theory, 
for  though  fpeculation  may  affift  our  enquiries  into 
the  laws  of  nature,  or  the  origin  of  difeafes,  yet  it  is 
experience  and  obfervation  alone  that  mud:  determine 
our  opinions  and  diredt  our  judgment,  at  the  bed- 
fide  of  our  patients,  and  though  the  theories  of 
Profeffors  and  Ledturers  may  ferve  to  excite  our 
imaginations,  and  furnifh  amufement  at  difcuflions 
in  Society  Meetings,  yet  a few  decifive  cafes  from 
adtual  experience,  are  of  more  real  importance  to 
mankind,  than  all  the  Ipeculative  dodlrines  to  be 
found  in  our  Syftems  of  Phyfic.  I fhall  therefore 
not  attempt  to  account  for  the  modus  operandi  of 

the 
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the  plant,  but  leave  the  fadts  here  faithfully  related, 
to  produce  their  legitimate  effects  on  the  mind  by 
fair  induction,  and  as  the  plant  is  not  to  be  found  in 
our  Materia  Medica*  at  prefent,  I fhall  as  briefly  as 
poflible  defcribe  it,  give  its  hiftory,  and  relate  the 
cafes  in  which  it  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed. 

No  attempt  was  ever  made  in  this  country  to 
afcertain,  by  experiments,  the  power  of  the  Toxico- 
dendron, as  a medicine,  before  the  cafes  related  in  the 
nr  ft  publication  of this  Eflay  in  1794.  In  France  it 
had  been  made  the  fubjedt  of  enquiry  for  fome  time; 
for  Monfieur  Fontana  fpeaks  of  the  many  celebrated 
writers^  who  have  confidered  it  as  a moft  virulent 
poifon.  The  experiments  however,  which  he  made 
upon  animals,  and  has  related,  are  not  neceffary  to 
be  introduced  here,  fince  I hold  all  experiments  on 
animals  as  infignificant,  and  irrelevant  to  the  effedts 
of  any  medicine  on  the  human  fubjedt;  and  thofe 

made 

It  has  found  its  way,,  into  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopeia, 
piobably  in  confequence  of  its  being  noticed  in  Darwin’s  Zoo- 
nomia. 

§ “ Oue  les  Ecnvains  Ies  plus  celebres  ont  communement 
regarde  comine  un  poifon  tres  puiffant,  quoiquej  quelques 

ty  lciem  modernes  ne  1’aient  pas  trouve  tel  pour  certains 
Arnmaux,” 


Fontana, 
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made  on  himfelf,  go  to  fliew  merely  the  manner  in 
which  it  affedted  the  fkin,  and  feem  to  have  terrified 
him*  from  any  internal  exhibition. 

Since  the  firffc  Edition  of  this  Efiay,  Dr.  Kok, 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Philofophical  Society  at 
Haerlem,  has  publifhed  a cafe  of  Paralyfis  in  the 
lower  extremities,  cured  by  the  Rhus  radicans 
foliis  ternatis  ■,  this  cafe  was  that  of  a woman  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  paralytic  above 
four  years  ; having  tried  without  fuccefs,  all  the 
medicines  of  which  he  had  either  heard  or  read,  he 
gave  up  the  patient  as  irrecoverable,  but  after  an 
interval  of  a fortnight,  he  refolved  to  make  an  expe- 
riment with  the  -j-extradt  of  the  Rhus  radicans  : he 

began 

* et  Mais  jai  ete  force  d'abandonncr,  des  les  commencment, 
mes  recherches  fur  cette  piante,  parceque  j’ai  eu  le  malheur  de 
m’  en  poifonner  moimeme  par  trois  fo;s  de  fuite,  avec  fes 
feuilles.” 

Fontana. 

I have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  cafes  of  ns  vi- 
rulence when  externally  applied,  in  the  Nurlery  Grounds  of 
Mr.  Philljpfon,  of  Cottingham,  where  the  plant  is  cultivated 
for  medical  purpofes ; and  fome  of  the  workmen  have  gone  lo 
far'as  to  affert  that  their  general  health  had  been  injured  by 
tranfplanting  it. 

f An  elegant  extraft  of  the  genuine  Toxicodendron  has  been 
prepared  by  Mcffrs.  Bacon,  Mander  and  Weaver,  at  Wolver- 
hampton. 
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began  on  the  5th  of  May*  by  adminiftering  twenty 
grains,  three  times  a day,  and  gradually  increafed 
the  dofe  to  two  drachms,  the  patient  felt  not  the 
leaft  inconvenience  from  the  medicine,  by  perfe- 
vering  in  which  fhe  mended  daily,  and  on  the  eighth 
of  June  fhe  was  completely  cured. f 

There  has  alfo  lately  been  many  other  cafes  pub- 
lifhed  in  France,  in  which  the  Rhus  radicans  has 
been  given  with  the  beft  effedls  but  as  none  of  thefe 
Authors  have  ever  honoured  this  publication  with 
notice,  although  it  has  been  tranflated  both  into 
French  and  German,  I cannot  fay  whether  the 
plant  they  have  given  be  the  fame  as  the  one  here 
employed  or  not. 

+ Monthly  Review,  vol,  28  p.  24. 
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Rhus  1 oxicodendron*, 

PUBESCENT  POISON  OAK, 

OR 

SUMAC  II. 

RHUS.  Lin.  Gen.  PI.  369  PENTANDRIA 
TRIGYNIA,  Flores  inferi. 

Cal.  §.  partitus.  Petala  5.  Bacca  1.  Sperma. 
Leicr.  Soci.  Families  of  Plants. 

Juss.  Gen.  PI.  p.  369.  . 

Tcurnef.  381. 

Gifeke  Pralediones  Botanic a.  p. 

Sedtio  **  foliis  ternatis. 

.RHUS  Toxicodendron  foliis  ternatis  : foliolis  pctio- 
latis  angulatis  pubefcentibus,  caule  radi- 
cante,  Lin.  Sp.  PI.  381.  Syjl.  Veg.  ed. 
Murr.  p.  293.  Syjl.  Veg.  Lichf.  Soc.  v.  i. 
p.  230,  Syjl.  Nat.  ed.  13.  Gml.  Tom.  1. 
494.  Ait.  Hort.  Kew.  v.  1.  p.  367.  Walter 
Flo.  Carolin.  p.  255  ? Gaert.  de  Fr.  et  Sen 1. 
Cent.  3.  t.  44.  f.  5 ? Bulliard.  Herb.  Franc. 
t.  143.  Gron  Virg.  149. 

RHUS 


* For  the  following  botanical  defcription  of  the  Toxico- 

dendron, I am  much  indebted  to  my  truly  ingenious  friend, 
A.  H.  Haworth,  Efq.  late  of  Cottingham,  now  of  Little 
Chelfea,  whofe  indefatigable  indultry  in  invelligating,  and 
critical  acumen  in  diftinguifliing  plants,  I have  frequently  wit- 
nelfed. 


[ II  ] 


RHUS  foliis  ternatis  : foliolis  petiolatis  angulatis 
pubifcentibus.  Clayt.  Flo.  Virg.  46. 
RHUS  Toxicodendrum  Hill's  Hort.  Kew.  p.  453. 
TOXICODENDRON.  2 ( fubejcens .)  foliis  ter- 
natis : foliolis  ovatis  incifo-angulatis';  pube- 
fcentibus.  Mill.  Gard.  Dill.  abr.  ed.  6 ?. 
Mill.  Gard.  Cal.  ed.  14.  odtavo.  p.  166. 
TOXICODENDRON  tryphyllum  folio  finuato 
pubefcente.  Tournef.  Inft . 61 1. 

TOXICODENDRON  2 Boerh.  Ind.  alter.  Hort. 
Batt.  1727.  2.  p.  229. 

HEDERA  Virginienfis,  trifolia.  Park.  Theat. 
67 9.  f.  5. 

HEDERiE  Trifolis  Canadenfi  affinis  Planta, 
Peregrina,  arbor  venenata  quorundam. 
H.  R.  Par.  84. 

HEDER^E  Trifolias  Canadenfi  affinis,  furrefla. 

Arbor  Tindtoria,  virginiana  multis.  Plunken 
Him.  181  ? 


EDERA  Trifolia  Canadenfis.  Corn.  Can.  96.  t, 
97.  Barr.  Icon.  228. 

VITIS  Canadenfis,  Muntin  Phytogr.  t.  60. 

ARBOR  Trifoliata  venenata  virginiana,'  folio, 
hirfuto.  Raj.  Hifi.  1779.  6 J J 

RHUS  3 foliis  ternatis,  foliolis  petiolatis,  ovatis, 
acuns,  pubefcentibus,  integris  finuatifq. 

RHTTq'  t 5£ene:almturalHiJi-  P-  35'. 
iHUS  Toxicodendrum.  Marfoall's  arbuftrum 

americanum.  p.  iji. 


D 


The 


f ] 

The  Pubefcent  Poifon-Oak  or  Sumach,  is  a 
deciduous  fhrub  of  moderate  growth,  rifing  to  the 
height  of  about  four  feet,  it  is  covered  with  a greyifh 
coloured  fomewhat  ftriated  bark,  which  is  ufually 
marked  with  minute  fpots,  or  glandular  appear- 
ances, not  greatly  unlike  the  effeft  of  an  infefl, 
they  have  alfo  a diftant  refcmblance  to  fome  of  the 
fmalleft  fpecies  of  Sphcerice , for  like  Sph  ceric?  they 
feem  to  arife  from  the  wood,  and  finally  caufe  a 
fort  of  burfting  or  opening  of  the  bark,  immediately 
over  them  equal  to  their  own  fize  ; they  further 
referable  Sphcerice  in  being  largeft  on  the  older  and 
more  Hunted  fhoots,  particularly  in  the  winter 
feafon  j but  in  all  likelihood  they  are  the  common 
excretory  dudts  of  the  plants,  whofe  fluid  being 
excefiively  acrid,  may  poflibly  require  more  capa- 
cious outlets,  than  fhrubsof  a milder  juice. 

The  lower  fhoots,  on  and  near  the  ground,  in 
moift  fhady  fituations,  which  the  plant  moft  affefts, 
trail  confiderably,  like  the  Rhus  radicans  Linncei *, 
(fmooth  rooting  Poifon-Oak  or  Sumach)  and  have 
like  that  fhrub,  the  property  of  fending  down 

radicles 

* Toxicodendron  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  Radicans  by 
the  latter  being  a lefs  fhrub,  with  fmooth  and  flender  fhoots,  roots 
entire  and  fomewhat  fmaller  lcafits,  which  (land  upon  fhorter 
and  flenderer  general  footftalks. 
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radicles  into  the  earth,  by  which  the  plant  admits 
of  greater  increafe,  in  any  of  the  winter  months. 

In  fuch  fituations,  however,  I have  not  leen  it 
produce  feeds  fo  readily,  as  in  drier  and  more  pinch- 
ing places,  where  it  loofes  in  a great  degree,  it  s 
radicating  principle,  grows  more  Itiff  and  robult, 
and  produces  annual  crops  of  pale  yellow  ftriated 
berries. 

There  is  a remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind,  (the 
.Angularity  of  which  induces  me  to  mention  it)  now 
exilting  in  a wall,  in  the  Phyfic  Garden  of  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  at  Chellea,  out  of  a 
chink  in  the  fide  of  which,  and  near  the  ground, 
grows  a Itrong  plant  of  this  Rhus , that  has  prof- 
pered  there  ever  lince  the  time  of  the  celebrated 
Miller,  and  which  Mr.  Fairbairn,  the  Company’s 
prefent  gardener,  obligingly  allured  me,  was  that 
Miller  called  the  fecond  lpecies  of  Toxicodendron , 
in  his  Gardener’s  Dictionary  ; it  is,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  identical  plant  from  which  the  defcription 
in  that  wrell  known  work  was  made ; it  feeds  annu- 
ally, but  none  of  it’s  lower  ilioots  exhibit  the  lealt 
radicating  propenfity,  although  other  plants  of  the 
fame  kind,  in  the  fhady  parts  of  the  fame  garden, 
have  that  quality  in  great  perfection,  but  I believe 
they  rarely  produce  feeds ; fo  much  do  local 
d 2 circumltances 
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circumftances  affect  and  alter  the  moft  permanent 
and  diftinguifhing  chara&ers  of  vegetables. 

I believe  it  is  pretty  generally  known  to  Gar- 
deners, and  others  concerned  in  the  pleafant  and 
inftrudive  employment  of  horticulture,  that  many 
other  fibrous  rooted  plants,  which,  like  the  Rhus 
Toxicodendron , pofTefs  the  power  of  encreafing  them- 
felves  in  any  confiderable  degree  by  their  roots, 
have  that  property  materially  leffened,  when  the 
place  they  grow  in  happens  to  be  dry  and  poor,* 
for  nature  has  chiefly  allotted  them  rich  and  moifl 
habitations,  and,  with  her  ufual  care,  conftruded 
their  conftitutions  accordingly  ; the  alteration  fuch 
plants  undergo,  in  fuch  a foil,  is  doubtlefs  in  the 
direction  of  their  juices,  which  (being  fewer) 
appear  to  pafs  by  the  lower  and  lefs  noble  parts, 
(before  rendered  luxuriantly  radicant  or  prolific) 
and  mount  upwards  by  a natural  and  almoft  inflinc- 
tive  impulfe,  to  feed  and  mature,  with  collected 
force,  the  infant  germs  which  they  had  before  too 
fparingly  fupplied  with  nourifhment. 

Thus  Nature  checked  by  art  or  accident,  in  any 
cuftomary  channel  of  renewing  her  works,  kindly 

fearches 

* See  many  remarks  corroborating  this  doctrine,  in  the  firffc 
I art  of  Mr,  Haworth’s  obfervations  on  Meiembrianthcma. 


fearches  out  and  perfects  another,  that  llie  may  not 
be  difappointed  in  the  multiplication  of  her  produce 
tions,  for 


“ each  mofs, 

“ Each  fhell,  each  crawling  infeft,  holds  a rank, 

“ Important  in  the  plan  of  Him  who  fram’d 
“ This  fcale  of  Beings  ; holds  a rank,  which  loft 
“ Would  break  the  chain,  and  leave  a gap  behind 
tc  Which  Nature’s  felf  would  rue.” 

I am  not  acquainted  with  any  common  plant 
that  more  abundantly  exemplifies  the  above  doc- 
trine, than  the  Lilly  of  the  Valley,  Convallaria 
majalis  Lin . which  is  well  known  to  all  who  poflefs 
a garden,  to  flower  freely,  and  increafe  amazingly 
by  the  root,  in  a moift  north  border,  yet  few,  I 
fancy,  have  feen  it  produce  perfed  feeds  in  that 
lituation,  notwithstanding  the  vigour  of  its  growth  ,• 
but  when  it  is  planted  and  confined  in  a garden  pot, 
and  its  increafe  by  the  root  confequently  checked, 
it  will  frequently  produce  good  feeds. 

_ Vmca  maj°r  et  minor , greater  and  letter  Peri- 
winkle, Tuffilago  Petafites,  Butter  Burr,  and  many 
other  plants,  as  remarkable  for  the  Sterility  of  their 
iceds,  as  their  great  increafe  by  roots,  might,  in 
all  probality,  experience  a fimilar  effefit,  if  under 

fimilar 


I 
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fimilar  circumflances  •*  their  fuppofed  fterility, 
therefore,  fhould  feem  to  refult  chiefly  from  the 
peculiarity  of  their  fituation  and  conftitutions,  and 
not  from  any  real  defefts  in  the  formation  of  all,  or 
any  of  their  parts  of  fru&ifi cation,  as  hasfometimes 
been  ingenioufly  conjedtured  by  botanifts  and 
others ; but,  to  return  to  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron. 

The  leaves  are  alternate  and  threed,  and  Hand 

upon  remarkable  long  petioles,  the  lateral  leafits 

are  ufually  fupported  on  very  fhort  petioles,  which 

frequently  lofe  themfelves  by  a kind  of  dilatation, 

in  the  fubftance  of  the  leafits  ; the  terminal  leafit 

has  often  a footftalk  half  an  inch  long  or  upwards ; 

all  the  leafits  are  dull  green,  have  a drooping  pof- 

ture,  and  poflefs  the  unpleafant  afpeft  fo  common 

to  noxious  vegetables,  which  by  their  (ufually) 

gloomy  haunts  and  dingy  features,  forbid,  as  it 

were,  the  approach  of  the  animal  world  j they  are 

oval-angulate  and  nervofe,  with  a kind  of  undulated 

margin,°  which  fometimes  forms  diftant  tooth-like 

crenatures.  The  young  wood-buds,  petioles,  and 

the  nerves  on  the  underfides  of  the  leafits,  are  fur- 

nilhed  with  a very  vifible  degree  of  pubefcence,  on 

which  account  I have  ventured  to  give  the  plant 

the  Englifh  name  of  Pubefcent  Poifon  Oak,  or 

Sumach*  for  the  purpofe  of  difhnguifhing  it  from 

* ' the 

* Will  not  the  Potatce  propagate  bell  by  root,  when  all  polh- 
bility  is  cut  off  of  its  propogating  by  le:d  ? 
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the  Rhus  radicans  Lin*  which  has  much  imoother 
leaves  and  fhoots  ? 

The  minute  and  inconfpicuous  flowers  are  pro- 
duced in  June,  July  and  Auguft,  on  fhort  crowded 
axillary  racemi,  which  are  paniculate,  and  in  a 
Hate  of  nature,  dioecious.  In  our  fpecimens,  how- 
ever, (which  were  cultivated  luxuriant  ones,  and 
the  only  ones  which  we  could  procure  in  a ftate  of 
fru&ification)  a few  of  the  flowers  were  hermaphro- 
dite, and  had  an  increafed  number  of  parts,  parti- 
cularly, a minute  fix  cleft  calyx,  fix  fmall  lance- 
oval  whitifh,  rather  ftriated,  petals ; and  fix  fliort 
ftamina,  fupporting  as  many  anther®. 

When  not  rendered  unnaturally  luxuriant  by  cul- 
tivation, the  male  flower  confifts  of  a minute  calyx 
with  five  fhallow  clefts,  a corolla  of  five  fmall 
petals,  and  five  ftamina  which  fupport  as  many 

anther®, 

There  is  this  chara&eriftic  difference  alfo  to  be  obferved  in 
the  two  plants,  whilft  growing  under  fimilar  circumftaixces,  that 
the  leafits  of  the  Toxicodendron  turn  their  edges  towards  their 
upper  furface,  or  appear  concave,  whereas  thofe  of  the  Rhus 
rad, cans  turn  their  edges  towards  their  under  furface,  or  appear 
convex,  a diftinaion  that  evidently  implies  fomething  very  dif- 
ferent in  their  habits  and  probably  in  their  virtues  ; the  former 
!■>'  the  plant  whofe  cffefts  are  here  detailed,  and  for  whofepowers 
I have  pledged  myfelf. 

J.  A. 


i 
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anthers?,  and  the  germen  in  the  female  flower  is 
roundifh,  and  when  a little  magnified,  appears 
fomewhat  bottle-fhaped,  and  fupport<  a fhort  ftylus, 
which  is  crowned  with  three  very  fmall  ftigmata. 

The  fruit  or  feed  arrives  at  maturity  in  England 
about  the  month  of  October  and  November,  it  is 

I 

a round,  dry,  pale-yellow,  flriated  berry,  which 
is  fomewhat  fcariofe,  and  nearly  the  fize  of  a fmall 
pea,  and  enclofes  one  hard  comprefled  end-nicked 
kernel,  which  has  a thick  furrowed  mealy  covering. 

The  germination  of  the  feed,  I am  forry  to  add, 
I have  had  no  opportunity  of  obferving. 

The  Rhus  Toxicodendron  is  a native  of  North 
America,  it  has  been  introduced  into  England  ever 
fince  the  year  1640*  and  was  cultivated  in  this 
country  as  a curious  fhrub  in  the  time  of  Parkinfon, 
who  figures  it  in  his  Theatre.* 

I fhall  conclude  this  long  account  of  the  Toxico- 
dendron by  obferving,  that  my  fpecimens  did  not 
in  all  points  accord  with  thofe  preferved  in  the 

Herbarium 

* See  Parkinforis  Theatrum  Botanicum  aud  Alton's  Hortus 
Kewenfis. 
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Herbarium  of  the  great  Linnaeus,  which  were  very 
obligingly  twice  .compared  with  mine,  by  the  pre- 
fent  learned  and  well-known  pofTeffor  of  that  inefti- 
mable  treafure ; my  fpecimens  are  larger  in  all 
their  parts,  their  leafits  are  lefs  undulate,  and  pof- 
fefled  of  fomewhat  longer  footftalks  than  thofe  of 
Linnaeus,  the  lateral  leafits  of  which  are  nearly 
ieffile,  but  his  fpecimens  were  probably  gathered 
wild  in  North  America,  and  mine  were  the  luxu- 
riant produce  of  young  plants,  in  the  ftrong  moift 
loam  of  a Yorkfhire  Nurfery. 

""""""" " 

The  following  hiftory  of  cafes  in  which  this  plant 
has  been  employed,  will  enable  the  reader  to  judge 
of  its  power  as  a medicine. 

The  following  cafe  is  inferted  as  drawn  up  by 

my  Luc  ingenious  friend  Air.  B , an  eminent 

furgeonin  this  neighbourhood,  who  paid  the  greateft 
attention  to  the  exhibition  of  the  medicine,  and  has 
related,  in  a clear  and  interefting  manner,  the 
gradual  recovery  of  his  own  wife. 


CASE  I. 


Mrs.  B -,  aged  38,  always  enjoyed  remark- 
able good  health,  till  about  eight  years  ago,  at 

which 


£ 
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which  time  fhe  complained  of  a diforder  in  her 
bowels,  which  fhe  defcribed  to  feel  as  if  the  bowels 
had  loft  their  fenfation,  and  that  a cold  wind  feemed 
to  rife  up  the  oefophagus.  As  fhe  was  coftive,  two 
ounces  of  the  Ol.  Ricini  were  given  at  four  dofes, 
which  having  no  effedh,  flronger  purgatives  were 
adminiftered,  but  without  producing  a {tool ; after 
which  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  was  thrown  up,  the 
warm  bath  applied,  a dofe  of  calomel  given,  and 
a blifter  put  upon  the  belly.  At  length  an  evacu- 
ation was  obtained  ; and  from  the  large  quantity  of 
cathartic  remedies  ufed,  the  bowels  now  took  on 
the  other  extreme,  and  a violent  purging  enfued. 
She  now  complained  of  a pricking  pain  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  abdomen,  which  went  off  upon  her  void- 
ing by  ftool  a piece  of  a large  plumb  ftone,  one 
fide  of  which  was  worn  as  fharp  as  the  edge  of  a 
knife.  After  this  fhe  was  frequently  troubled  with 
obftinate  conftipations  of  the  bowels,  and  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  purgative  medicines.  In  the 
year  1789,  fhe  had  two  fits,  which,  I believe,  were 
epileptic  ; but,  as  I happened  not  to  fee  her  in 
either  of  them,  I cannot  be  certain.  In  the  month 
of  September,  fhe  was  feized  with  pains  in  her 
hands  and  feet,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  gouty ; 
and  when  thefe  went  off,  ihe  loft  entirely  the  ufe 
of  the  extenfor  mufcles  of  the  wrifts,  and  foon  after 
thofe  of  the  feet,  which  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of 
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the  extenfors  of  the  fingers  and  toes.  A tumour 
now  arofe  upon  the  metacarpal  bones  of  each  hand, 
which  feemed  a fwelling  either  of  the  periofteum  or 
bone  itfelf,  and  had  greatly  the  appearance  of  a 
fcrophulous  affeCtion.  The  tumours  feemed  fome- 
times  likely  to  fuppurate,  but  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1790,  they  gradually  difappeared.  The  hands 
now  looked  livid,  and  the  extenfor  mufcles,  upon 
the  arms  and  hands,  wafted  and  fhrivelled  ; her  feet 
felt  like  logs  of  wood,  and  the  fingers  and  toes  were 
contracted  from  the  aClion  of  the  flexor  mufcles  •, 
fhe  could  not  walk  without  help,  and  when  fhe  at- 
tempted it,  always  complained  of  fomething  draw- 
ing her  backwards.  During  this  time,  fhe  took  a 
variety  of  volatile,  cardiac,  and  tonic  medicines, 
but  without  any  good  effeCt.  In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1791,  Dr.  Alderson  was  confulted,  and 
advifed  her  to  take  the  Toxicodendron.  Six 
grains  of  the  powdered  leaves  of  that  plant  were 
mfufed  in  eight  ounces  of  boiling  water,  a table 
fpoonful  to  be  given  three  times  a day.  The 
whole  of  this  was  taken  without  any  fenfible  effedb, 

except  a flight  pricking  fenfation  in  the  feet  and 
hands : 

3d,  She  took  one  fourth  of  a grain  of  the 
powdered  leaves  made  into  a bolus  with 
Conf.  Cort.  Aurant.  twice  a day. 

061. 

E 2 
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Oft.  4th,  The  fame  ; the  pricking  fenfation  con- 
tinues, and  the  arms,  to  the  ends  of  the 
fingers,  feel  as  if  warm  water  was  running 
down  them. 

5th,  Medicines  continued  three  times  a day. 

6th,  The  fame.  In  the  evening  had  an  irre- 
gular fpafmodic  fluttering  in  the  toes. 

7th,  Medicines  continued.  Was  agreeably 
furprifed  to  find  fhe  could  extend  her 
fingers  and  toes  a little.  Her  hands  a 
little  fwelled,  and  her  feet  and  ancles 
much  more  fo.  She  has,  in  a great 
meafure,  recovered  the  ufe  of  the  exten- 
for  pollicis  of  the  right  hand,  and  that  of 
the  left  in  a fmaller  degree  ; has  alfo  loft 
the  dead  hard  fenfation  in  her  finger 
ends,  which  was  always  her  conftant 
attendant. 

8th,  Medicines  continued. 

9th,  One  third  of  a grain  ter  die. 

10th,  The  fame.  Walked' up  flairs  without 
help,  her  hands  alfo  ftronger  and  better, 
but  the  extenfors  of  the  wrifts  ftill  inac- 
tive. 

nth.  The  fame. 

12th,  Took  half  a grain  ter  die.  Begins  to 
walk  tolerably  well,  and  can  ufe  her 

hands  better,  the  extenfor,  adduftor, 

and 
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and  abduftor,  mufcles  of  the  thumbs, 
having  recovered  their  aftion. 

1 5th,  Three  grains  were  made  into  four  bolufes, 
and  one  taken  three  times  a day.  At 
night  the  fenfation,  as  if  hot  water  was 
running  down  the  arms,  very  trcuble- 
fome,  with  the  pricking  feel  in  the 
fingers. 

17th,  One  grain  ter  die. 

30th,  Takes  one  grain  and  a half  ter  die  ; and 
this  day  perceived  that  fhe  had  recovered 
the  ufe  of  the  extenfor  mufcles  of  the 
wrifts, 

She  continued  the  medicine,  gradually  incrcafmg 
the  dole  to  four  grains  ter  die,  for  fome  time 
longer.  It  feemed  to  aft  as  a gentle  aperient,  and 
frequently,  when  the  large  dofes  were  taken,  occa- 
fioned  a flight  vertigo,  with  a pain  acrofs  the  fore- 
head, and  a naufea  for  about  half  an  hour  after 
taking  it.  She  has  now  left  off  the  medicine  twelve 
months,  has  entirely  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  hands, 
and  walks  a mile  or  two  very  well ; but  the  mufcles 
of  the  feet  are  not  fo  well  recovered  as  thofe  of  the 
hands,  and  fhe  always  lifts  the  feet  very  high  when 
flic  walks,  which  may  be  owing  to  a remembrance 
that  in  her  former  flare,  if  fhe  attempted  walking, 

and 
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t 

and  met  with  the  fmalleft  obftacle,  a fall  on  the  face 
was  generally  the  confequence. 

Barton,  July  25,  1793. 

This  Lady  has  continued  free  from  her  paralytic 
complaints  ever  fince. 

March,  1802. 

» 

CASE  II. 

Greg,  mariner,  complained  of  the  lofs  of  one 
fide,  which  he  attributed  to  filling  afleep  upon  the 
deck,  after  being  exhaufted  by  fatigue  during  a 
gale  of  wind.  1 ordered  him  half  a grain  of  the 
powdered  leaves  of  the  Toxicodendron,  three 
times  a day.  On  the  fecond  day,  he  felt  an  unufual 
twitching,  or  convulfive  motion,  in  the  arm  and 
leg  affe&ed ; and  when  I faw  him  on  the  Monday 
following,  he  could,  without  any  afliftance,  bring 
the  deceafed  leg  acrofs  the  other,  and  had  much 
more  ufe  of  his  arm.  He  continued  his  medicine 
a week  longer,  when  finding  himfelffo  far  recovered, 
that  he  could  be  employed  as  a pilot  in  the  river, 
he  was  content  not  to  compleat  his  cure,  left  it 
fhould  fubjeft  him  to  be  imprefled.  He  has  con- 
tinued in  much  the  lame  ftate  for  fome  time  paft, 

having 
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having  gotten  more  ufe  of  his  limbs  than  he  ever 
expected.  It  is  but  right  to  obferve,  that  during 
two  years  previous  to  his  application  to  me,  every 
other  means  had,  in  vain,  been  employed,  to  reftore 
the  adtion  of  his  leg  and  arm. 

CASE  III. 

Mr.  B — , furgeon,  aged  47,  after  having  been 
afflidted  for  many  months  with  a complication  of 
diforders,  hsemoptyfis,  jaundice,  mefenteric  ob- 
ftrudtion,  and  general  atrophy,  loft  entirely  the  ufe 
of  all  his  limbs ; and  even  his  mental  faculties 
underwent  a fimilar  paralyfis.  All  his  powers  of 
ratiocination  were  fufpended,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  a ftate  nearly  as  helplefs  as  that  of  a child  only 
fix  months  old.  In  this  fltuation  I gave  him  the 
Toxicodendron,  half  a grain  three  times  a day, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  a week,  improved  his 
appetite,  and  removed  the  habitual  coftivenefs  to 
which  he  had  long  been  fubjedt.  The  dofe  was 
gradually  increafed  to  one  grain,  three  times  a day. 
It  produced  fome  twitching  acrofs  the  abdomen, 
with  irregular  or  con vul five  motion  in  the  limbs  ; 
and  when  the  nervous  influx  feemed  to  pafs  to  the 
extremities,  it  excited  in  the  brain  fuch  a fenfation 
of  pain,  as  made  him  frequently  exclaim  molt 
violently  : but  when  any  one  afked  him  where  his 

pain 
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pain  was,  he  anfwered,  he  could  not  mention  any 
particular  place,  but  that  all  his  limbs  were,  as  if 
flretched  forcibly.  This  was  more  efpecially  the 
cafe  after  deep. 

The  dofe  was  gradually  increafed  to  three  grains 
four  times  a day.  His  brain  has  recovered  its 
wonted  functions ; his  flfomach  and  bowels  do  their 
office  more  completely  than  for  years ; he  refts 
without  opium,  though  for  a long  time  in  the  con- 
flant  habit  of  taking  it ; his  animal  fpirits  are  won- 
derfully invigorated  ; and  although  he  has  not  yet 
acquired  the  perfedl  ufe  of  his  limbs,  they  feem  to 
be  recovering  their  tone,  and  I have  every  reafon 
to  hope,  that  he  will,  in  time,  be  reftored  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  life.*' 

• • s 

CASE  IV. 

George  Ford,  ffiip  carpenter,  aged  24,  of  a 
ftrong  athletic  make,  and  full  habit  of  body,  was 
admitted  into  the  Hull  General  Infirmary,  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  13th  of  November,  1793,  for  a para - 
lvtic  affe&ion,  which  had  deprived  him  of  the  ufe 

of 

* This  Gentleman  increafed  the  dofe  the  follow  ing  year  to 
twenty  grains,  was  perfectly  reftored,  and  went  through  the 
duties  of  his  profeffion  feveral  years  afterwards. 


\ 
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of  his  right  fide  his  recollection  was  fo  impaired, 
that  he  could  not  give  any  account  of  the  attack 
himfelf,  but  his  wife  informed  me,  that,  for  a 
week  before  he  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  he  had, 
at  times,  complained  of  a dull  pain  in  his  head, 
and  numbnefs  in  his  right  hand  and  foot  ■,  that,  by 
the  advice  of  fome  old  woman,  he  had  been  blooded 
on  the  Monday,  and  that  upon  going  out  of  doors 
foon  afterwards,  he  was  fiezed  with  hemiplegia. 
In  which  ftate  he  was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary, 
on  the  Wednefday  following. 

A vomit  was  given  him  foon  after  his  admifiion, 
which  was  followed  the  next  day  by  a warm  purga- 
tive, and  volatile  and  ftimulant  medicines  for  the 
courfe  of  the  firft  week ; but  thinking  that  he  was 
not  likely  to  gain  any  ground  from  the  ufual  plan, 
and  being  defirous  of  trying  the  power  of  the 
Toxicodendron  in  a recent  cafe,  I ordered  him 
half  a grain  of  the  powdered  leaves  of  this  plant  in 
pills,  three  times  a day  $ on  the  fecond  day,  after 
the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  he  felt  a fudden 
convulfive  twitching,  or  involuntary  motion  in 
certain  mufdes  of  the  affe&ed  fide  5 from  that  mo- 
ment he  found  he  had  the  fame  motion  at  will; 
every  fucceeding  day  he  felt  fome  mufcle  or  other 
convulfively  moved,  and  it  was  always  remarked, 

by 
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by  the  other  patients  in  the  fame  ward,  that  he 
pofiefied  the  power  of  voluntarily  employing  all 
thofe  mufcles  that  had  been  once  convulfively 
affe£ted  in  confequence  of  the  Toxicodendron. 
He  regularly  purfued  the  medicine,  and  gradually 
increafed  it  to  one  grain  every  four  hours,  taking 
care  always  to  add  to  the  dofe,  till  he  found  fome 
convulfive  a£tion  was  produced. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks,  in  which  time 
every  injured  mufcle  had  felt  the  influence  of  this 
powerful  drug,  he  regained  the  free  and  perfect 
motion  of  his  leg  and  arm  ; and  recovered  the  full 
enjoyment  of  his  mental  faculties,  which  had  been 
equally  affe£ted  from  the  firft  attack. 

s 

December  2.4,  179 3. 

CASE  V. 

I.  Bird  was  admitted  into  the  Hull  General 
Infirmary,  with  fymptoms  of  hemiplegia,  having 
loft  the  ufe  of  his  left  arm,  and  feeling  a numbnefs 
in  the  leg  and  thigh  of  the  fame  fide.  He  informed 
me,  that  the  week  before,  he  had  been  luddenly 
feized  with  a fit,  whilft  at  ftool  in  the  neceffary, 
that  when  he  firft  became  fenfible  of  his  fituation, 

he  found  himfelf  upon  the  floor,  unable  either  to 

articulate 
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articulate  or  rife,  that  in  a fhort  time,  however, 
he  fo  far  recovered  the  ufe  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities, as  to  be  able  to  get  up,  and  go  into  the 
houfe,  when  he  found  he  had  been  ablent  two 
hours,  his  fpeech  now  recovered,  but  he  was 
totally  deprived  of  the  adtion  of  his  arm,  which 
hung  ufelels  by  his  fide  : in  this  fituation  he  was 
admitted  into  the  houfe,  and  put  under  a courfe  of 
the  Toxicodendron.  He  took  half  a grain  three 
times  a day,  which  was  gradually  increafed  to  three 
grains  per  dofe.  The  general  feeling  began  to 
recover  on  the  affedted  fide,  blit  the  arm  was 
obliged  to  be  fufpended  by  a fling,  for  fo  weak 
was  the  adtion  of  the  mufcles,  that  by  the  preflure 
of  the  arm  againft  the  body,  the  circulation  of  the 
lymphatics  was  confiderably  obftrudted,  and  by  its 
weight  the  ligaments  of  the  joint  at  the  fhoulder 
became  fo  lengthened,  that  one  might  put  a finger 
between  the  head  of  the  bone  and  the  acetabulum. 
He  always  exprefled  great  pleafure  in  taking  the 
medicine,*  and  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  cure 
him,  but  not  being  fufficiently  fupplied  with  the 
plant  at  this  time,  I was  obliged  to  difcharge  him, 
only  relieved,  under  the  promile  of  admitting  him 
again  when  fpring  fhould  enable  us  to  profecute 

f 2 the 

Monf.  Frefnoi  fayr,  that  the  infufion  of  the  Rhus  radicans  had 
an  exhilarating  effeft. 
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the  trial.  He  was  accordingly  admitted  the  28th 
of  May,  in  exattly  the  fame  ftate  in  which  he  was 
difcharged,  having  in  the  mean-time,  neither  loft 
or  gained  power.  He  began  his  medicine  without 
lofs  of  time,  and  purfued  it  with  unremitting  atten- 
tion till  he  was  perfectly  cured,  in  Auguft ; his 
dofe  having  been  increafed  as  far  as  twenty  grains. 
He  worked  at  his  trade,  as  a joiner,  for  fome 
years  afterwards,  and  died  of  a pleurify. 

CASE  VI. 

Peacock,  aged  60,  by  trade  a carpenter, 
about  a fortnight  before  he  applied  to  me,  was 
fuddenly,  whilft  at  work,  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
the  right  arm,  and  at  the  fame  time,  found  him- 
felf  unable  to  articulate.  He  immediately  fent  for 
a Surgeon,  who  very  properly  applied  all  the 
common  ftimulants  for  a fortnight,  though  to  no 
purpofe;  he  then  recommended  him  to  my  attention 
as  a proper  fubj eft  for  the  Toxicodendron,  he 
had  the  fymptoms  of  palfy  already  mentioned.  I 
ordered  him  one  grain  three  times  a day ; on  the 
fecond  day  he  found  a tingling  fenfation  at  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  and  foon  began  to  recover  the  ufe  of 
his  hand.  In  the  courfe  of  feven  days,  in  which 
he  took  only  twenty-one  grains,  he  was  perfectly 
recovered,  and  was  able  to  fpeak  as  articulately  as 
before. 


CASE 
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CASE  VII. 


I was  called  upon  to  vifit  Mr.  J , aged  55, 

labouring  under  a complaint  which  Dr.  Darwin 
calls  the  palfy  of  the  liver.*  He  complained  of 
conftant  retchings,  total  lofs  of  appetite,  fwimming 
in  the  head,  noife  in  the  ears,  alternate  diarrhoea, 
and  conftipation,  a total  abhorrence  of  flefh  meat, 
general  emaciation  and  all  the  hypochondrical  hor- 
rors fo  conftantly  the  effects  of  indulging  in  the 
ufe  of  diftilled  and  fermented  liquors.  As  I had, 
on  former  occafions,  been  able  to  give  him  tem- 
porary relief  only,  by  employing  the  whole  clafs 
of  ftimulants,  tonics.  Sec.  I determined  this  time 
to  try  the  power  of  the  Toxicodendron,  and 
ordered  him  half  a grain  of  the  powdered  leaves 

three 

* “ Palfy  of  the  liver  is  known  from  thefe  fymptoms— The 
“ patients  have  generally  pafTed  the  meridian  of  life,  have  drank 
fermented  liquors  daily,  but  perhaps  not  been  opprobious 
“ drunkards,  they  lofe  their  appetites,  the  fledi  and  ftrength 
“ diminiflr  in  confequence,  there  appears  no  bile  in  their  ftools 
“ nor  m their  urine,  nor  is  any  hardnefs  or  fwelling  perceptible 
" in  thc  region  of  the  liver  ; but  what  is  peculiar  to  this  difeafe, 
“ and  diftinguilhes  it  from  all  others,  at  the  firfl:  glance  of  the 
“ eyc’  is  the  bombycinous  colour  of  the  flpn,  which,  like  that 
“ of  the  full  grown  filk-worms,  has  a degree  of  tranfparency, 

' with  a yellow  tint,  not  greater  than  is  natural  to  the  ferum 
“ of  the  blood. 

Darn  tin's  Zoom  mi a. 
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three  times  a day,  with  a grateful  mixture  of  fto- 
mach  tindture,  &c.  It  produced  no  vifible  agitation 
In  the  fyftem,  and  he  gradually  recovered  the  fone 
of  the  vifcera,  his  digeftive  faculties  were  improved, 
and  their  various  fundtions  more  completely  per- 
formed than  I ever  expedted  they  would  be,  and 
he  has  been  enabled,  by  its  ufe,  to  recur  to  his 
old  habits  of  dram  drinking,  longer,  without 
injury,  than  for  many  years,  having  now  for  two 
years  been  free  from  his  ufual  fit.* 

case  vnr. 

Nervous  Hemi-crania. 

Mrs.  L.  informed  me  that  fhe  had  been  for 
many  months  afflidted  with  a painful  affedtion  in 
the  face,  which  ufually  began  with  the  fenfation  of 
extreme  coldnefs  defending  from  the  eye  through 
the  antrum  maxillare , into  the  upper  jaw,  and 
thence  to  the  lower,  attacking  only  half  the  face. 
This  pain  ufually  continued  twelve  or  fourteen 

hours, 

% 

* This  plant  has  been  frequently  employed  in  cafes  of  dyfpep- 
fia  and  atonic  gout,  and  with  more  fuccefs  than  any  other  tonic, 
few  however  of  thefe  cafes  can  be  recorded  as  cures,  becaufe  the 
fubjefts  of  them  were  too  conftantly  recurring  to  their  habits, 
deftroying  by  habitual  intemperance  the  good  effe&s  of  medical 
attention. 
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hours,  producing  the  molt  excruciating  agonies, 
till  it  began  to  grow  warm  and  fwell,  fhe  then  got 
eafe,  but  the  part  affedted  continued  fwelled  for 
twelve  hours  longer;  the  complaint  always  left  her 
much  debilitated,  and  fubjedt  to  colliquative  fweat- 
ings,  till  the  period  of  its  return  ; this  ufually  was 
after  an  interval  of  five  or  fix  weeks,  but  in  lefs 
time,  if  fhe  got  cold  by  any  little  imprudence. — 
She  had  taken,  before  I faw  her,  a variety  of 
opening  and  tonic  medicines,  and  when  I vifited 
her  was  taking  a decodtion  of  bark  with  the  elixir 
of  vitriol.  Believing,  at  that  time,  that  the  com- 
plaint was  merely  an  intermittant  of  the  head,  and 
that  it  had  continued  only  from  the  want  of  a 
fufficient  .quantity  of  the  bark  being  thrown  in, 
near  the  period  of  its  recurrence,  I ordered  an 
ounce  of  the  powder  of  bark,  to  which  was  added 
ten  grains  of  the  volatile  alkali,  to  be  taken  in 
twenty-four  hours,  as  near  the  time  of  its  ufual  ac- 
ceffion  as  poffible ; this  was  complied  with,  and 
the  fit  was  certainly  lefs  violent  than  had  ever  been 
before;  fhe  had  no  return  of  the  fweating  during 
the  interval.  Prior  to  the  next  paroxyfm  fhe  re- 
peated the  dofe  of  bark,  and  felt  but  little  of  the 
fit;  flill,  however  it  did  return,  and  although 
it  was  kept  under  during  the  remainder  of  the 
fummer,  by  repeated  dofes,  it  recurred  again  in 
the  autumn,  and  grew  more  diflreffing  than  ever; 

I now 
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I now propofed  to  her  to  try  the  Toxicodendron, 
which  die  did,  by  taking  at  firft  the  third  of  a 
grain,  but  in  a few  days  a moft  diftrefling  naufea 
was  induced,  accompanied  with  the  utmoft  horror 
of  the  medicine,  and  I could  not,  by  any  arguments, 
perfuade  her  to  a farther  continuance  in  its  ufe; 
the  fit  never  afterwards  returned,  and  fhe  has 
remained  ever  fince  free  from  this  moft  painful 
difeafe. 

CASE  IX. 

V 

J.  Richardson,  aged  70,  labourer,  was  fcized 
with  a hemiplegia,  and  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  the 
whole  right  fide.  He  took  the  Toxicodendron 
for  five  weeks,  and  perfectly  recovered,  without 
experiencing  any  fenfible  convulfive  aftion,  except 
during  the  night,  when  in  his  Deep,  the  paralytic 
fide  would  frequently  ftart.  He  never  took  more 
than  five  grains  for  a dofe  nor  lefs  than  one. 

CASE  X. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Feather ston , 
Apothecary  and  Druggist. 

“ Daniel  Barton,  aged  14,  of  a fpare  habit 
of  body,  when  playing  on  a lhip’s  maft,  loft  his 

hold. 
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hold,  and  fell,  his  foot  however  catching  in  the 
fhrouds,  he  received  no  external  injury,  nor  did 
he  make  any  complaint  when  he  got  home.  About 
a month  after  this  his  mother  perceived  a remark- 
able alteration  in  his  hand- writing,  and  his  mailer 
was  induced  to  punifh  him  for  inattention  : a great 
awkwardnefs  was  obferved  in  the  manner  of  eating 
his  meals,  his  right  handufually  hanging  by  his  fide. 
His  mouth  was  drawn  on  one  fide,  his  fpeech 
affecfted,  the  right  foot  in  walking  was  not  proper- 
ly lifted  up,  but  trailed.  At  this  time  his  hand- 
writing refembled  that  of  a boy  juft  beginning  to 
learn.  His  parents  finding  reproof  to  have  no 
effect,  applied  to  me  for  afiiftance.  I ordered  him 
the  Toxicodendron,  a quarter  of  a grain  to  be 
taken  three  times  a day } the  quantity  of  the  dofe 
was  afterwards  increafed  to  half  a grain,  without 
producing  any  fenfible  effeft.  When  however  I 
gave  him  ten  grains  a day,  he  felt  a tingling  fenfa- 
tion  in  his  fingers,  and  a ftarting  in  his  toes,  with 
a great  warmth  in  the  extremities.  The  dofes  were 
increafed  to  fix  grains  each,  and  his  recovery 
gradually  proceeded,  and  was  ftrikingly  obfervable 
m the  progreffive  improvement  of  his  hand-writing, 
lie  continued  in  the  ufe  of  the  medicine,  gradually 

diminifhing  its  ftrength,  till  his  recovery  was  com- 
pleted.” 

Hull, 


c; 


H.  Featherston. 

CASE 
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CASK  XI. 

Smith,  aged  40,  was  admitted  into  the  Hull 
General  Infirmary,  with  univerfal  paralyfis  of  the 
extremities,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  T.  by  whofe 
direftion  he  took  the  Toxicodendron  as  far  as 
fifteen  grains  a day.  He  was  fo  much  relieved  by 
the  medicine,  that  being  able  to  follow  his  employ- 
ment, he  requeued  to  be  difcharged.  He  returned, 
however,  in  about  two  months,  with  a colica pifio- 
num , and  general  inability  to  exert  the  mufcles  of 
the  extremities  j evidently  arifing  from  the  ufe  of 
red  lead  in  his  bufinefs.  Opium,  in  repeated  dofes, 
removed  his  cholic,  but  left  him  paralytic.  He 
took  the  Toxicodendron,  five  grains  three 
times  a day,  which  was  increafed  tp  half  a drachm  ; 
in  the  fpace  of  a month,  he  was  fo  far  recovered 
by  it,  that  he  was  difcharged,  and  able  to  follow  his 
occupation  as  ufual. 

CASE  XII. 

Sarah  Pullen,  aged  7 years,  labours  under  a 
total  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities,  occafioned 
by  a difiortion  of  the  fpine,  in  confequence  of  a 
long  continued  feries  of  illnefs,  about  two  years 
ago.  Every  means  has  been  employed  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint,  by  a juftly  eminent 
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Phyfician,  without  fuccefs ; and  it  was  thought  a 
proper  cafe  for  the  application  of  cauftics  on  each 
fide  of  the  fpine,  in  the  York  Infirmary,  but  as 
her  friends  were  not  willing  to  fuffer  the  operation, 
fhe  has  been  brought  to  me.  September  14,  1795, 
I have  ordered  her  one  grain  of  the  Toxicoden- 
dron twice  a day;  September  28th,  is  able  to 
extend  her  limbs,  and  almoft  to  bear  her  weight, 
two  grains,  twice  a day;  Odtober  12th,  can  walk 
alone,  and  appears  in  better  health  and  fpirits, 
three  grains  twice  a day  ; Odtober  26th,  appears 
to  have  recovered  the  perfedt  ufe  of  her  limbs, 
continues  her  medicine  a little  longer;  November 
2d,  no  farther  occafion  for  the  medicine,  being 
perfectly  cured. 

OBSERVATION. 

In  fome  cafes  of  Hemiplegia,  it  may  perhaps  be 
fuggefted  that  the  patients  were  in  a Rate  of  con- 
valefcence  before  the  exibition  of  the  Toxicoden- 
dron, and  hence,  that  the  medicine  is  not  entitled, 
in  fuch  cafes,  to  all  the  merit  I am  defirous  to 
attribute  to  it ; but  the  preceding  is  a moft  unequi- 
vocal cafe,  for  the  child  was  gradually  growing 
worfe  to  the' day  fhe  began  the  medicine,  and  from 
that  tirfie  rapidly  grew  better. 
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CASE  XIII. 

September  14th,  J.  Bell,  aged  two  years  and  a 
half,  has  been  lame  on  one  fide  from  the  time  he 
had  feveral  fevere  convulfions,  when  fourteen 
months  old  : the  mouth  drawn  a little  on  one  fide, 
hand  and  arm  flaccid  and  withered,  the  foot  a little 
diftorted,  the  aftion  of  the  flexors  being^lefs  injured 
than  that  of  the  extenfors,  and  though  this  is  fo 
clearly  a cafe  of  hemiplegia,  yet  the  poor  child  has 
been  feverely  tortured  by  a celebrated  bone-fetter  j 
as  the  cafe  has  been  gradually  growing  worfe,  the 
child  is  now  unable  to  make  the  lead  ufe  of  the 
fide  affefted  : I have  ordered  him  half  a grain  of 
the  Toxicodendron  three  times  a day.  Sep- 
tember 2 1 ft,  his  mother  thinks  him  fomewhat 
better,  one  grain  three  times  a day.  September 
28  th,  continues  to  mend,  a grain  and  a half.  Oft. 
5th,  having  got  cold  I have  ordered  the  medicine 
to  be  omitted.  12th  Oftober,  ordered  the  medi- 
cine again,  two  grains  three  times  a day  : 1 9th  Oft, 
walks  alone.  November  2d,  quite  well. 

CASE  XIV. 

September  21ft, Holdsworth,  aged  55, 

complains  of  nervous  tremblings,  and  fevere 
catchings  in  her  hands  when  fhe  attempts  to  take 
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hold  of  any  thing;  ordered  her  two  grains  three 
times  a day,  and  to  be  gradually  increafed.  Nov. 
2d,  thinks  herfelf  much  better,  and  that  her  re- 
covery has  been  gradual  ever  fince  fhe  took  the 
medicine.  November  1 9th,  thinks  herfelf  perfedtly 
cured. 

CASE  XV. 

Auguft  3d, Jarvis,  aged  10  years,  has 

been  for  fome  months  affedted  with  all  thofe  con- 
vulfive  adtions  which  conftitute  the  true  St.  Vitus’s 
Dance,  feems  to  be  more  affedted  on  one  fide  than 
the  other,  his  complaint  was  brought  on  by  a fright, 
and  has  been  gradually  increafing.  Half  a grain  of 
the  Toxicodendron  every  night.  Auguft  10th, 
evidently  lefts  convulfed,  one  grain  and  a half  every 
night.  Auguft  24th,  much  better,  was  fuddenly 
feized  after  his  dofe  one  night  with  ftupor,  which 
went  off  in  about  an  hour.  Auguft  31ft,  continues 
to  mend;  takes  the  medicine  twice  a day.  Sept. 
21ft,  progreffive  amendment,  no  apparent  convul- 
five  adtion  ever  produced  by  the  medicine,  three 
grains  twice  a day.  September  28th,  has  been  at 
the  maft  head  as  well  as  his  comrades,  continues. 
Odtober  12th  perfedtly  reftored. 

CASE  XVI. 

November  2d,  E.  Harvey,  when  pregnant, 
fnft  perceived  a remakable  convulftve  twitching  in 

the 
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the  flexors  of  the  wrifts,  which  gradually  increafing 
frequently  drew  her  arm  up  to  her  head  : fays  Ihe 
always  found  fome  relief  from  bleeding,  and  that 
about  feven  weeks  before  fhe  was  brought  to  bed, 
fhe  was  thrown  into  convulfions  by  a fright,  fhe 
was  then  blooded,  very  copioufly  and  repeatedly, 
by  the  advice  of  her  furgeon.  She  recovered 
tolerably  well  during  the  month,  but  has  found 
herfelf very  weak,  and  fubjedt  to  nervous  tremblings 
ever  fince,  is  now  very  pale  and  debilitated,  about 
two  months  gone  with  child,  and  feels  the  fame 
convulflve  propenfity  in  the  flexors  of  the  arms, 
accompanied  with  univerfal  tremors.  I have  ordered 
two  grains  of  Toxicodendron,  three  times  a day. 
November  19th,  much  better,  feels  her  fpirits 
always  exhilirated,  and  her  hands  made  fteady  by 
the  dofe  j four  grains.  November  16th,  feels 
herfelf  almolt  well,  no  convulflve  adtions,  no 
tremors,  continues.  November  30th,  thinks  her- 
felf  perfedlly  well,  is  much  improved  in  her  looks. 

She  has  had  feveral  children  fince,  without  any 
return. 

CASE  XVII. 

Mrs. aged  50  years,  after  having  fuffered 

a variety  of  complaints,  was  luddenly  feized  with 

hemiplegia,  and  at  the  time  I faw  her  had  been  for 

above 
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above  a fortnight  incapable  of  moving  the  affedted 
fide,  I ordered  five  grains  of  Toxicodendron 
twice  a day ; at  the  end  of  the  firft  week  fhe  began 
to  walk,  and  life  her  hands,  fhe  continued  the  ufe 
of  her  medicine,  and  the  dofe  was  ordered  to  be 
daily  increafed  ; but  taking  twenty-five  grains  upon 
going  to  bed,  fhe  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a violent 
pain  in  her  foot,  refembling  the  cramp,  it  went  off 
upon  getting  out  of  bed ; the  fame  effedb  was 
repeated  after  the  fame  dofe  the  next  night,  the 
foot  was  drawn  downwards,  and  the  ancle  diftorted. 
As  I had  never  yet  feen  any  lafting  convulfive 
aftion  from  the  medicine,  and  as  the  dofe,  though 
large,  was  ordered  to  be  gradually  increafed,  I was 
fomewhat  furprifed  at  thefe  effefts  ; it  however  was 
at  length  accounted  for;  fhe  had  conftantly  re- 
ceived her  increafed  dofes  from  the  Apothecary, 
but  had  only  now  and  then  taken  a paper  of  any 
that  was  at  hand;  one  time  fhe  had  taken  ten  grains, 
the  next  twenty-five  grains,  and  it  was  after  this 
fudden  increafe  that  fhe  firft  felt  the  cramp,  and 
faw  the  foot  fwelled.  Upon  examination  1 found 
the  whole  leg  tumid  and  inflamed,  and  the  flexors 
of  the  foot  in  conftant  a&ion;  from  this  time  fhe 
gave  up  the  ufe  of  the  medicine,  and  I had 
the  mortification  of  lofing  another  opportunity 
of  adding  a cure  to  the  above.  One  thing 
however,  I learnt  from  the  cafe,  that  the 
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medicine  is  capable  of  doing  harm  if  too  fuddenly 
increafed ; but  thefe  effects  wear  off,  for  this  pati- 
ent has  now  been  without  medicine  two  months, 
the  cramps  and  fwellings  have  left  her,  and  fhe  is 
nearly  in  the  ftate  to  which  flic  was  brought  by  the 
medicine  when  it  produced  its  beft  effeft. 

CASE  XVIII. 

By  Mr.  Fielding. 

E.  G , a widow,  aged  6 o,  was  feized  on  the 

1 2th  April,  1795,  whilft  walking  acrofs  her  room, 
with  a vertigo,  fo  as  to  ftagger  confiderably,  and 
remaining  in  that  ftate  for  fome  time,  upon  recover- 
ing’a  little  found  herfelf  unable  to  move  the  left  arm 
and  leg.  I faw  her  on  the  1 9th  following,  when  I 
found  the  above  mentioned,  with  a little  retrafrion 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  left  fide  of  the  face,  and  a 
degree  of  coldnefs  in  the  hand  and  leg,  of  the  fame 
fide;  pulfe  natural,  appetite  pretty  good,  belly  re- 
gular— gave  her  one  grain  of  the  Toxicodendron 
every  two  hours.  April  22.  Continues  the  fame, 
except  a little  pain  fometimes  in  the  calf  of  the  left 
leg. — two  grains  and  a half.  April  23.  Pain  in  the 
calf  of  the  leg,  alittle  prickling  felt  at  the  end  of  two 
or  three  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  complains  of  fome 
vertigo,  continue  Toxicodendron.  April  25, 
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warmth  of  the  affedted  fide  frill  increaftng,  the 
motion  of  the  leg  becomes  lefs  difficult ; vertigo 
quite  gone  off,  continue  the  medicine  as  before. 
April  26.  Is  able  to  crofs  her  room  with  affiftance  ; 
motion  and  fenfation  of  the  leg  ftill  continues  to 
increafe,  continues.  May  1,  pain  of  the  arm,  and 
prickling  of  the  hand  and  fingers,  feels  frequent 
flufhes  of  heat  in  the  affedfed  arm  returning  at  in- 
tervals ; can  walk  acrofs  her  room  with  very  little 
affiftance.  Strength  and  warmth  of  the  leg  con- 
tinue to  increafe  very  fenfibly.  July  6,  till  this 
day  the  medicine  was  difcontinued,  not  being  able 
to  procure  any.  During  this  interval  fhe  has  con- 
tinued to  gain  ftrength  very  gradually,  fo  that  fhe 
can  now  walk  about  pretty  well,  though  the  leg 
feels  weak,  arm  remains  in  the  fame  ftate  except 
the  prickling,  which  went  off  on  difcontinuing  the 
medicine ; the  flexors  of  the  fingers  feem  mod 
affedted  5 though  a general  numbnefs  and  incapa- 
bility of  much  motion  continue  in  the  whole  of  the 
arm.  Four  grains  to  a dofe.  July  15,  feels  a 
prickling  and  fenle  of  heat  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
arm,  but  .particularly  in  the  courfe  of  the  extenfor 
digitor : com  : ordered  to  take  a dofe  of  opening 
pills  to  obviate  coftivenefs,  continue  four  grains. 
July  17.  from  this  time  till  about  the  30th  the  dofe 
of  the  medicine  was  gradually  increafed  to  eighteen 
grains  every  two  hours,  during  which  time  fhe 
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gained  confiderably  the  ufe  of  her  arm  and  hand, 
and  the  leg  became  nearly  well. 

CASE  XIX. 

By  Mr.  Fielding. 

Mrs.  R — , a widow,  aged  50,  of  a florid  com- 
plexion, was  feizedwith  an  apoplexy,  whilft  walking 
in  the  ftreet,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1790  ■,  fhe 
remained  for  fome  days  in  a ftate  of  entire  infenfi- 
bility,  after  which  flie  began  gradually  to  recover 
her  reafon  and  fenfes  till  December,  from  which 
time  her  complaints  were  almoft  ftationary.  Shfe 
had  then  a paralytic  affedion  of  the  whole  of  the 
left  fide,  a retradion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  face  of 
the  fame,  fome  faultering  in  her  fpeech,  and  her 
underftanding  and  memory  confiderably  impaired, 
fhe  was  in  other  refpeds  pretty  well,  excepting 
want  of  fleep,  for  which  fhe  was  ordered  four  grains 
of  purified  opium,  every  night ; this  never  failed 
to  procure  her  a good  night,  and  render  her  cheerful 
the  next  day ; for  the  paralytic  affedion,  eledricity 
and  a variety  of  other  remedies  were  ufed  for  a con- 
fiderable  time  with  very  little  effed. 

March  21,  1794,  complaints  remain  much  the 
fame,  excepting  that  her  friends  fuppofe  her  undei- 

ftanding  and  memory  rather  more  impaired  : half  a 
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grain  of  Toxicodendron  ter  die.  The  dofe  of 
the  Toxicodendron,  after  this  time,  was  gradu- 
ally increafed  to  three  grains  three  times  a day,  and 
continued  for  about  a fortnight,  without  perceiving 
the  leaf:  effe£t  ; judging  that  this  might  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  quantity  of  opium  taken  at  the  fame 
time,  I began  on  the  24th  of  April  to  lefifen  the  dofe 
of  the  anodyne,  and  in  the  courfe  of  about  two 
months,  by  proceeding  very  gradually,  fie  was 
brought  to  deep  tolerably  well  without  it.  June  29, 
the  fymptoms  was  now  much  the  fame  as  before  ; 
ordered  to  take  four  grains  of  the  Toxicoden- 
dron, three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  July  10, 
fome  prickling  in  the  ends  of  two  or  three  fingers 
of  the  left  hand,  and  likewife  fome  fudden  convul- 
five  motion  of  the  leg  on  the  fame  fide,  her  friends 
fuppofe  that  her  memory  is  fome  what  improved, 
continue  medicine,  nine  grains  three  times  a day. 
July  11,  fiept  ill  in  the  night,  prickling  of  the 
fingers  and  convulfive  motion  of  the  leg  remain, 
memory  improved,  as  flie  can  diftin&ly  remember 
things  fpoken  yefterday,  whereas  about  ten  days 
ago,  die  could  not  remember  any  thing  faid  to  her 
for  an  hour.  July  12,  much  the  fame  ; the  medi- 
cine was  continued  in  the  fame  dofe  for  fome  days 
longer,  during  which  time  her  memory  was  much 
altered  for  the  better,  and  fiie  gained  confiderably 
the  motion  of  the  arm  and  leg;  but  as  fiie  continued 
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to  Deep  ill,  her  friends  grew  impatient,  the  ufe  of 
the  medicine  was  difcontinued,  and  fhe  had  again 
recourfe  to  the  opium,  which  was  continued  till 
May,  1795  ; when  fhe  was  attacked  with  another 
fit  of  the  apoplexy,  which  fhe  only  furvived  a few 
days. 

Hull,  Dec.  1,  1795. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Ring  rose.  Surgeon . 

Sir, 

According  to  promife  I give  you  the 
particulars  of  the  paralytic  cafe  I mentioned  to  you, 
and  the  effed  of  the  Toxicodendron  therein. 

Tho.  Goodbarn,  aged  56,  was  feized  the  18th 
of  September,  with  a hemiplegia,  which  deprived 
him  totally  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  of  the  left  fide, 
being  determined  to  try  the  remedy  above-men- 
tioned ; I gave  him  it  as  follows  : — -September  23d, 
iij.  grain  node  maneque  ; 24th,  vj.  ditto  ; 25th, 
x.  ditto;  27th,  xv.  ditto  ; 28th,  xx.  ditto  ; 29th, 
xxx.  ditto  ; 30th,  xl.  ditto;  Odober  2d,  lx.  ditto; 
3d,  xc.  ditto. 

Having  no  mofe  I defifted,  not  without  having 
the  fatisfadion  to  find  him  fo  much  better,  as  to 
proceed  in  his  bufinefs,  (a  fhoe  maker)  as  ufual; 
and  to  walk  almoft  as  well,  except  from  a weaknefs 
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of  the  extenfor  tendons  of  the  foot  and  toe9,  which 
I confider  as  a local  weaknefs  entirely ; you  will 
obferve  the  man  was  fomething  better  before  I gave 
the  medicine  ; but  however,  he  fays,  he  began  to 
feel  himfelf  recover  rapidly,  after  he  began  to  take 
it ; though  he  experienced  no  fenfible  effects,  fuch 
as-  twitchings,  ficknefs,  nor  indeed  any  uneafinefs. 
As  to  the  largenefs  of  the  dofe  I employed,  it  might 
be  perhaps  owing  to  the  plant  being  gathered  juft 
before  I ufed  it,  being  late  in  the  feafon  ; though 
it  appeared  green,  and  when  powder’d  fmelt  ftrong 
of  the  frefh  herb.  * 

I am.  Sir,  &c. 

W.  Ringrose. 

Cottingham , March  17  96, 

* This  man  has  daily  performed  the  duties  of  a pod-mail 
between  Hull  and  Cottingham  for  many  years  fince  his  recovery, 
travelling  on  foot  near  twenty  miles  a-dav»  and  when  1 pafs  him 
on  the  road  he  always  fays  “ God  blefs  you.” 

March  1804. 

I cannot  omit  the  following  letter,  as  it  comes 
from  a juftly  eminent  phyfician,  who  pradtifed  for 
more  than  half  a century. 

Dear  Sir, 

I received  the  favor  of  yours,  am  vaftly 
better  of  my  paralytic  complaint,  and  I really  do 
believe  by  the  ufe  of  the  Toxicodendron,  have 

the 
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the  higheft  opinion  of  it,  and  do  certainly  think 
better  of  it,  if  poffible,  than  when  I before  gave 
you  my  opinion  of  it.  I can  fafely  pronounce  it  a 
very  valuable  medicine,  of  great  adtive  powers, 
from  my  own  experience.  When  I encrealed  the 
dofe  more  than  twenty -leven  grains  in  a day,  it 
gently  ftimulated  my  bowels,  in  every  other  refpedt 
perfedtly  agreed  with  me,  and  I daily  grew  better. 
Was  obliged  to  leave  off  its  life,  from  having  a 
molt  violent  vomiting,  pain  in  my  ftomach,  and 
terrible  rheumatifm,  with  which  I am  yet  extremely 
tormented,  and  not  able  to  fay  fo  much  of  the  me- 
dicine to  you  as  I wifh,  writing  being  a trouble  to 
me.  The  medicine  was  and  is  certainly  worth  my 
attention,  and  yourfelf  juftly  entitled  to  my  belt 
thanks. 

I am.  Sir,  &c. 

Beverley . J.  Johnston, 

CASE  XX. 

By  Mr.  Ellis. 

Jan.  3 1,  1803,  I was  requefted  to  attend  Mary 
Simpson,  a young  woman,  aged  20,  milliner. 
I learnt  that  Ihe  had  been  attacked  about  a week 
before  with  a violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  on  the 

morning  of  that  day,  the  31ft,  on  getting  up  ihe 
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perceived  her  mouth  drawn  very  confiderably  to 
one  fide,  the  had  no  feeling  on  the  right  fide  of  her 
face,  and  the  half  of  her  tongue  on  the  fame  fide 
was  perfectly  void  of  fenfibility,  and  her  fpeech 
fcarcely  intelligible.  I ordered  a ftimulant  embro- 
cation to  be  applied  to  the  face,  and  three  table 
fpoons  full  of  the  infus  amar  to  be  taken  every  four 
hours.  Feb.  2.  no  alteration  having  taken  place, 
I ordered  fix  grains  of  the  Toxicodendron  to 
be  taken  with  each  dofe  of  the  infufion,  and  a 
blifter  to  be  applied  behind  the  right  ear.  Feb.  3, 
fhe  felt  a flight  tingling  in  the  right  cheek,  with  a 
little  dizzinefs  and  pain  in  the  head ; the  medicines 
were  continued,  and  on  Feb.  5th,  the  mouth  was 
become  nearly  in  its  natural  fltuation,  fhe  could 
fpeak  more  intelligibly,  and  her  tongue  had  nearly 
regained  its  proper  feeling  j the  Toxicodendron 
was  continued  until  the  16th,  when  fhe  was  fo  per- 
fectly recovered  as  to  need  no  further  remedies. 

CASE  XXL 
By  Mr.  Ellis. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1S03,  Elizabeth 
Meek,  aged  40,  of  rather  a delicate  habit,  while 
attending  the  funeral  of  a child  was  feized  with 
hemiplegia.  I faw  her  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
and  found  a total  deprivation  of  feeling  and  motion 

had 
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had  taken  place  on  the  right  fide,  the  face  confi- 
derably  diftorted,  and  fuch  a lofs  of  fpeech  as  to 
be  with  difficulty  underftood  ; her  pulfe  was  quick, 
and  ffie  complained  of  being  thirfty.  I ordered  her 
the  mill : camphor : with  aq  : amrnon  : acet : and  a 
Emulating  embrocation  to  be  applied  to  the  parts 
affedted.  Sept.  9th,  the  paralytic  affedlion  as  yeft 
terday,  the  fkin  moift  with  lefs  third; ; I ordered 
the  mixture  to  be  difcontinued,  and  eight  grains  of 
the  Toxicodendron  to  be  taken  every  four 
hours,  the  embrocation  to  be  ufed  as  before;  10th, 
the  right  fide  as  on  the  9th,  ffie  complained  of  a 
flight  dizzinefs,  ficknefs,  and  lofs  of  appetite.  I 
ordered  three  table  fpoons  full  of  the  compounded 
infufion  of  gent,  to  be  taken  with  each  dofe  of  the 
powders;  nth,  the  dizzinefs  and  ficknefs  rather 
abated,  the  limbs  as  before,  I ordered  the  powders 
and  infufion  to  be  taken  every  three  hours,  and  a 
large  blifter  to  be  applied  to  the  leg  and  arm  ; 1 2th, 
the  dizzinefs  rather  increafed,  the  difeafed  fide  as 
before,  the  blifters  had  added  but  very  {lightly ; I 
had  them  drefled  with  ung.  refin  flav.  and  dire&ed 
the  medicines  to  be  continued. 

Sept.  13.  Ten,  A.  M.  flie  complained  of  the 
dizzinefs  being  much  increafed,  and  of  a prickling 
fenfation  in  the  fkin  of  the  right  thigh  and  leg;  the 
blifters  were  again  drefled,  and  the  medicines 
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diredted  to  be  given  as  ufual ; 6 P.  M.  I was  re- 
quefted  to  fee  her  immediately ; I found  the  face 
much  lefs  diftorted,  her  fpeech  much  plainer,  and 
the  fenfe  of  feeling  and  motion  gradually  returning 
in  the  thigh,  but  attended  with  the  moft  violent 
pain  in  it,  which  increafed  in  proportion  with  its 
power  of  adtion,  fo  as  to  make  it  necefiary  to  have 
two  people  to  keep  her  in  bed.  I ordered  the  in- 
fufion  and  powders  to  be  omitted,  being  unwilling 
to  give  an  opiate,  leaft  I fliould  check  returning 
fenfiftility.  I ordered  the  embrocation,  fridtion, 
and  warm  fomentations  to  be  applied  to  the  limb, 
but  without  any  relief  fqr  two  hours,  and  was  then 
under  the  neceflity  of  giving  her  a draught  with 
twenty- five  drops  tindt.  opi.  in  camphor  julep,  and 
alfo  of  repeating  it  in  an  hour  after,  when  flie  became 
confiderably  eafier.  In  the  interim  of  my  feeing 
Mrs.  M.  and  the  laft  ordered  draughts  being  re- 
ceived, 1 found  on  my  next  vifit  the  fame  pain  was 
coming  on  in  the  right  arm  as  had  previoufly  began 
in  the  thigh,  but  abated  on  taking  the  firft  draught ; 
1 4th,  the  face  and  voice  remained  better,  the  pain 
quite  gone  ; fhe  was  free  from  dizzinefs,  and  had 
flept  tolerably  well  in  the  night;  but  had  loft  the  ufe 
of  her  thigh.  I ordered  the  Toxicodendron  and 
infufion  to  be  refumed  every  four  hours,  but  which 
fi  om  the  dread  of  the  pain  being  brought  on  again 
v/as  neglected : at  7 P.  M.  the  pow7er  of  motion 
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was  dill  weaker  than  in  the  morning,  notwithdand- 
ing  which  I could  not  prevail  upon  her  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  powders  again  ; 15th,  the  motion 
was  entirely  gone  again,  Hie  then  confented  to 
take  the  powders,' which  I ordered  to  be  repeated 
every  three  hours  ; 16th,  Ten  A.  M.  the  pain  was 
beginning  to  come  again  in  the  thigh  and  leg,  which 
increafed  confiderably  during  the  whole  day,  but 
was  not  fo  violent  as  on'the  13th,  and  at  7 P.  M. 
die  could  again  draw  up  her  leg  and  thigh  as  fhe 
laid  in  bed,  her  fpeech was  alfo  much  better;  17th, 
the  motion  of  the  leg  and  thigh  continued  increas- 
ing, but  the  arm  remained  perfeftly  ufelefs ; the 
pain  had  been  fo  great  in  the  night  as  to  prevent 
her  deeping,  and  fhe  complained  much  of  the  dizzi- 
nefs  and  ficknefs ; I ordered  her  medicine  to  be 
given  every  four  hours;  1 8 th,  die  had  a reftlefs 
night,  but  the  pain,  dizzinefs  and  ficknefs  were 
rather  abated,  and  the  motion  of  the  leg  and  thigh 
better ; in  the  afternoon  die  was  able  to  fit  up  a 
little  on  the  edge  of  the  bed  for  the  firft  time  fince 
her  attack,  but  complained,  on  fetting  her  foot  to 
the  ground,  of  great  numbnefs  in  it ; 1 9th,  fhe  had 
dept  better,  the  pain,  dizzinefs  and  ficknefs  almoft 
gone,  and  fhe  was  able,  with  the  abidance  of  two 
people  to  walk  from  the  bed  to  the  fire,  her  mouth 
and  fpeech  had  nearly  recovered  their  natural  date, 
but  the  arm  dill  remained  exa&ly  as  before.  On 

the  20th,  2 id  and  22d,  die  kept  gradually  getting 
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better,  and  could  walk  with  the  help  of  a crutch,  no 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  arm ; on  the  23d 
I encreafed  the  dofe  of  Toxicodendron  to  ten 
grains,  which  hie  continued  to  take  without  any 
particular  effedt,  excepting  an  increafe  of  dizzinefs 
until  the  26th,  when  hie  felt  a pricking  in  the  fkin 
of  the  arm,  and  a tingling  of  the  fingers,  and  on 
the  27th  hie  could  move  her  arm  a little  j from  that 
time  to  O&ober  5th  no  alteration  took  place,  hie 
began  to  be  tired  of  taking  medicines,  and  wihied 
to  try  what  effedt  time  would  produce  upon  her. 
The  difeafe,  however,  remained  exactly  ftationary  ; 
finding  her  unwilling  to  refume  her  medicines,  I 
advifed  her  to  try  ele&ricity,  which  having  done 
for  about  ten  days,  her  hand  and  arm  began  to 
have  more  feeling  in  them,  and  in  a fortnight  longer 
only  a flight  wcaknefs  remained,  fince  then  hie  has 
regained  her  flrength  fufficiently  to  attend  to  her 
family  concerns. 

April  24,  1804. 

CASE  XXII. 


A Young  Lady  between  1 1 and  1 2 years  of  a^e, 
was  feized  with  a violent  pain  in  her  head,  fo  as^to 
render  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  an  eminent  Phyfician 
by  whofe  orders  hie  was  bled  repeatedly  with  leeches 
and  lancet,  her  e^es  were  fo  affected  that  hie  faw 
every  objeft  double,  from  which  circumftance  the 
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diforder  was  judged  to  be  an  accumulation  on  the 
brain.  When  the  pain  in  the  head  left  her,  we  dif- 
covered  that  fhe  had  loft  the  ufe  of  her  legs.  A 
cauftic  was  applied  to  her  loins  by  the  late  Mr. 
Cruikshank,  and  every  kind  of  bath,  fuch  as 
fhower,  air  and  fumigated,  hot  and  cold  j after  that 
fea  bathing  warm  and  cold,  without  the  leafteffed, 
till  by  the  advice  of  the  late  Dr.  Kirby,  of  Dorking, 
and  Dr.  John  Crawford,  fhe  took  the  Rhus 
Toxicodendron  made  into  pills,  one  grain  each; 
fhe  firft  took  a Angle  pill  night  and  morning,  for 
a week,  after  that  time  fhe  increafed  one,  night 
and  morning,  every  three  or  four  days,  till  we  found 
her  ftomach  naufeate,  we  then  leflened  the  number 
to  one,  increafing  again  as  before.  After  taking 
them  a few  weeks,  fhe  could  prefs  lightly  with  her 
foot ; in  the  courfe  of  three  months  fhe  was  vifibly 
better,  when  a very  violent  rafh  appeared ; after 
which,  in  one  month  fhe  was  not  only  able  to  walk 
about  the  houfe,  but  out  of  it  as  much  as  half  a mile, 
and  continued  mending  till  quite  reftored. 

CASE  XXIV. 

By  Mr.  Brown. 

I was  called  on  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th 
of  April,  and  found  Thomas  Perry,  partly  in  an 
infenfible  ftate,  with  the  entire  fofs  of  one  fide,  his 
mouth  much  contraded  and  drawn  to  one  fide,  and 
his  fpeech  fo  much  impeded  that  it  was  fcarce  y 
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poffible  to  underftand  him,  his  pulfe  was  then  very 
tenfe  and  full,  but  doubting  the  uncertain  effedts, 
in  thefe  cafes,  of  bleeding,  I declined  it.  I gave 
him  fome  ftrong  purgative  medicine,  fuch  as  the 
infus.  fennas,  made  ftrong  with  the  tindl.  facra  and 
and  tindl.  jalapii  j by  thefe  means  I procured  a 
fufficient  evacuation.  I then  thought  it  a very 
proper  cafe  to  try  the  effedts  of  the  Rhus  Toxi- 
codendron recommended  in  a pamphlet  by  Dr. 
Alderson.  I begun  with  two  grains  three  times 
a day,  but  found  no  particular  effedl  for  two  or  three 
days,  excepting  that  he  was  a little  better,  and  could  < 
articulate  with  more  propriety.  I then  increafed 
the  dofe  gradually,  till  I came  to  fix  grains  three 
times  a day,  and  in  two  days  more  found  their 
effedl — I mean  to  fay  he  had  a general  convulfive 
fpafmodic  affedtion,  fomething  like  eledlricity — a 
peculiar  kind  of  twitching  and  diftortion  in  all  his 
limbs — a ftrong  involuntary  irritation  in  all  his 
mufcles,  and  he  believed  all  thefe  effedts  proceeded 
from  his  medicine.  I encouraged  him  by  all  means 
to  perfevere,  and  as  an  inducement,  in  ftrong. terms 
pointed  out  to  him  that  his  life  was  indebted  to 
them,  that  he  was  already  much  better,  and  that 
by  a little  longer  continuance  I did  not  doubt  but 
he  would  be  perfedlly  well.  This  had  the  happieft 
effedl  ten  days  longer  with  the  fame  dofe,  viz. 

1 8 grains  divided  into  three  dofes,  in  24  hours,  had 
uniformly  the  fame  confequences,  and  he  then  could 
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walk  about  and  fpeak  very  plain.  I after  this  gave 
him  the  Peruvian  bark  in  large  dofes,  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  he  foon  became  able  to  attend 
upon  his  horfes  as  ufual,  and  is  now  perfectly  well. 
Much  fatigue  overpowers  him,  fo  that  at  times  he 
complains  of  want  of  ftrength — at  other  times  when 
he  has  fufficient  reft,  he  tells  me,  for  a few  hours  in 
the  day,  he  thinks  himfelf  as  ftrong  or  ftronger  than 
ever  in  his  life.-  This  is  not  the  only  cafe  in  which 
I have  tried  the  Rhus  Toxicodendron.  I lament 
much  that  many  of  my  patients  when  they  found 
that  very  uneafy  difagreeable  irritation  all  over  the 
body,  and  finding  it  proceeded  from  the  medicine, 
obftinately  refufed  taking  more,  but  in  all  cafes  I 
found  it  had  uniformly  the  fame  efifeft,  and  I have 
no  doubt  had  it  been  continued  longer,  I fhould 
have  been  able  to  give  Dr.  Aldersonr  more  flat- 
tering and  more  fuccefsful  account  of  this  noble 
medicine,  for  which  the  world  in  general  is  much 
indebted,  and  the  Faculty  in  particular,  to  him  who 
firft  brought  it  into  ufe,  not  only  for  this,  but  for 
correcting  many  abufes  and  errors  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic  in  this  town,  in  being  always  ready  to  com- 
municate to  medical  men  his  ideas,  and  laftly,  ever 
indefatigable  in  afiifting  the  needy  and  diftrefled. 

Thomas  Brown. 

Bull,  Aug.  5,  1796. 

FINIS. 
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